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MY CHURCH'S STORY: The Presbyterian Church by Hazel Timblin Townsend
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MISSION NEWS FROM KOREA

The first Protestant missionary to enter Korea was a Presbyterian. Today the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its mission continue to thrive in Korea.
Below are listed some of the highlights of Presbyterian mission work in Korea.
Read this with your class.

%/ttts MISSION NEWS a**'**

SEOUL: February 1885
Dr. Horace Allen was ap-
pointed physician to the

royal court and given

permission to open a hos-
pital. The king wants to

show his gratitude to Dr.

Allen for saving the life

of his nephew. This is

a breakthrough for the

Protestant missions even
though Christianity is

still an outlawed reli-
gion.
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SEOUL: Easter 1885
Two miss ionary ministers
arrived

,
the Reverend

Horace Grant Underwood,
a Presbyterian, and the

Reverend and Mrs . Appen-
zeller, Methodists.
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SEOUL: 1886
Sang-Yoon Suh of Sorai
brought his Christian
friends to the mission
for Baptism by Rev. Un-
derwood . Sang-Yoon was
baptized in 1876 while
in Manchuria. When he
returned to his home vil-
lage, he told others of
his faith. He started the
first Protestant church
in Korea.

PYENGYANG: Sept 17, 1907
The first presbytery of
the Korean Presbyterian
Church was established
with the Reverend Sanuel
A. Moffett of Pyengyang
Mission as moderator.
Seven men were ordained

.

Dr. Moffett said this
about one of the newly
ordained ministers, "I
was stoned by Poong-ki
Lee sixteen years ago on
the streets of our city
and now he is to be our
first missionary to the
island of Chju."

SEOUL: March 17, 1949
Mrs. Horace Underwood
was killed in her home
byaCpnminist assassin.
She tried to protect the
Korean woman who was
speaking to the group of
Christians who were
meeting there.

TAEGU: Fall 1953
The Taegu Lighthouse
held a dedication ser-
vice for their new dor-
mitory. Support for this
project came from The
Presbyterian Mission,
the chaplain's fund of
the Third Army in Amer-
ica, and others. The
blind and deaf children
of the school sang a
song together during the
ceremony. Pastor Yung-
sik Rhee started the
school for the blind and
deaf children in 1950.
Disease and war left many
orphaned children. Pas-
tor Rhee has provided a
home for them as well as
an education. They will
not have to be beggars.
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SOUTH KOREA: 1984
The Presbyterian Church
of Korea has 1.5 million
members and 3,800 con-
gregations. It supports
churches, schools, uni-
versities, hospitals,
seminaries

,
and other

programs in South Korea.
The Presbyterian Church
of Korea sends 70 mis-
sionaries to 19 coun-
tries.

Work with your class to make a bulletin board display about the history of
Presbyterian missions in Korea. The news articles listed above will give you
some ideas. You may want to illustrate some of these events. Can you find a
map of Korea to include? Are there other magazine articles and pictures which
you can incorporate into your bulletin board?
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100th Anniversary Meeting
Seoul , Korea
Sunday. August 19, 1984

THINGS THAT NEVER

CHANGE

TEXT: Hebrews _1 2 j.27

I NTRODICT ION

:

It is a great joy for me to be

back in t^orea .

Korea is one of the most beautiful

countries in the world. My wife spent

4 years in school here, and sends her love

and greetings.
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Korea has been called the land of

10,000 mountains and 10,000 islands, and

10,000 waterfalls. It is truly a

beautiful land filled with wonderful people.

it is a privilege for all of us on

the team to be back here and to be with

you once again.

And I want to say a special word of

appreciation to the churches who have

invited us here.

Whenever I think of the churches of

Korea, l think of the words of the apostle

Paul to the Thessalon i ans : "In spite of

severe suffering, you welcomed the message

with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. ..and

your faith has become known everywhere"

( i_Ih£§§<ilgn j ansi: 6^8 iv I V

)
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It is a great privilege to be here

at your inv itation.

I also want to express appreciation

for the wonderful cooperation we have had

from the government and the officials of

the country . They have been most helpful

and cooperative to us in every way.

-i.

One of the special joys in coming to

Korea is seeing your emphasis on the family

and the relationship between parents,

children, grandparents, and grandch ildren

.

iViy wife and I have been married

40 years and we have 5 children and 16

grandch ildren

.
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It is a special privilege to share

with you in this observance -- the 100th

anniversary of Protestant Christianity

in this great nation.

There are many Christians around

the world celebrating in spirit with us

today. They are praying for Korea and

thank ino God for what He has done herew

during this past century.

I am told that 100 years ago, there

was not a single Protestant church in

the entire country of Korea. Today, in

the city of Seoul alone, there are some

4,000 protestant churches.

A hundred years ago, when Dr. Horace

Allen landed at the mouth of the Han River

there was not one modern hospital in all

of Korea.
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Today, Korea’s doctors and nurses

are known all over the world -- in

Europe, Africa, and the Americas.

It is thrilling to remember how

the gospel of Jesus Christ came to

Korea. On Easter Sunday of 1885, two

Protestant missionaries named

Underwood and Appenzeller arrived at

Inchon .

On that occasion, Rev .A Appenzeller

prayed this prayer: "We came here on

Easter. May He who on that day burst

asunder the bars of death, break the

bonds that bind the people, and bring

them to the light and liberty of God's

ch i ldr en .

"



Ko rea • • • • 6

But God had already begun to

answer that prayer, even before it was

spoken. Uine years before, a Korean
5 y

named Suh fang-Soon had been converted

to Christ in Manchuria. He had returned

here to his own country, and his own

village to tell the good news about

Jesus and to evangelize his own people.

Some people have tried to explain

the spread of the gospel in Korea by

linking it to changes in Government andw w w
*’

I

society. But it is evident that what

has happened in Korea -- and is still

happening today -- is the work of the

Spirit of God, It is a work being

carried on by Korean Christians who are

reaching out with the message of Christ

all across this great country.
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The early missionaries came as

pioneers. They cared for the sick and

the poor. They started schools. But

above all, they preached the gospel and

planted churches.

They were joined by Korean Christians

in this "partnership of pioneering."

This partnership, this brotherhood of

believers in Christ working together for

His Kingdom has always been a mark of

the Korean church. This unity is not

always evident today, so it must be

carefully guarded and nourished if we are

to continue to see the power of the Holy

Spirit who alone can bring growth in the

lives of individuals and the church.
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During those early years of the
WAS

* 1880's, there wers^ only a small

number of believers. Most of them

were in Seoul. Then the gospel began

to break through into the country, in

the north and the south.

In 1890, another pioneer named

Samuel j^ioffett began an extended work

in Pyongyang. This work was shared by

Korean and missionary colleagues.

The Spirit of God was at work. The

message of Christ was being spread, even
i KnT

in this city that was so wicked it was

once known as "the Sodom of Korea."
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Then, in the early 1900's, the

great Korea Revival broke out. There

was great conviction of sin. People

publicly acknowledged their sin and

cried out for God's forgiveness. They

went to their neighbors and friends.

They confessed the ways in which they

had sinned against them and asked their

forgiveness. There was great power and

great joy.

That revival was more than 75 years

ago. But the church in Korea is still

feeling the effects of it. Since that

time, the church has not stopped growing.

The Spirit of God is still at work in a

mighty way in the hearts .of people in

th i s great country .
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Yet, much of the spread of the

gospel has come through hardship and

suffering. There have been times of

persecution, hunger, homelessness and

war

.

And yet Christ is still building

His church in Korea. Those who have

gone before us have left us a legacy of

commitment and faith. The Bible urges

us to imitate those who by faith and

patience inherit the promises of God.

The Korean church has always been

known as a missionary church. It has

been your conviction that "a church

without a mission is not a church."
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In 1907, when the Presbyterian Church

ordained the first-seven Korean ministers,'

these men set aside one of their number

as a foreign missionary -- to the island

of Cheju.

The man chosen to be the missionary

was the same man who had stoned

Dr. iVioffett 16 years earlier in the

streets of Pyongyang. But Christ

changed his heart and his life and

he went as the first missionary of the

church in Korea.

The Korean church is known around

the world as a praying church, as an

evangelistic church. The greatest threat

to this evangelistic spirit is jealousy

and division from within.
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A divisive spirit will stop the

growth of our churches more quickly

than any outside opposition. A spirit

of pride or an unforgiving spirit will

hinder our personal fellowship with

Christ and stop the growth in our

personal lives.

Let us all consider today, these

words from the Apostle to the Christians

at Ephesus:

"Do not let any unwholesome talk

come out of your mouths, but only what

is helpful for building others up

according to their needs, that it may

benefit those who listen.
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"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of

God, with whom you were sealed for the

day of redemption. Get rid of all

bitterness, rage and anger, brawling

and slander, along with every form of

malice. Be kind and compassionate to

one another, forgiving each other, just

as in Christ God forgave you"

(§Eb®§iSD§_4i29-32, NIV)

Korea is a land where the people

have suffered much, but have never lost

hope. It is a land where the followers

of Jesus Christ know the truth of

Adoniram Judson's great statement:

"The future is as bright as the

promises of God."



Korea ... .14

It is our hope and prayer that

one day Korea will no longer be divided

that long-separated families will be

reun i ted

.

We pray that the gospel of Jesus

Christ may touch all the people in this

land with transforming power. We pray

that peace and justice will reign from

the Yalu to Cheju-do.

We look forward in anticipation

and hope to the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ. And when He comes, may

He find us faithful, working in the

f ields of the world -of men, which our

Lord has told us are white unto harvest
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Often, when I think back to the

days of those early missionaries 100 years

ago, I'm reminded of how different their

world was from ours today.

Electric light and telephones

were still in the experimental stages.

There were no airplanes, no fast ships,

no wonder drugs in medicine as we know

today. Space travel and nuclear weapons

were subjects for science fiction

wr i ters

.

During the past century, vast

changes have taken place in the world.

There have been tremendous changes here

in Korea just in the past 30 years

since I first came here.
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The city of Seoul today is a

totally different place than the Seoul

I saw some thirty years ago. Back then

you were a country at war. There were

signs of battle and destruction

throughout the country. Today, many

of those scars have disappeared, and

you are a nation at peace.

In the 1950's, South Korea had

practically no economy* Today, business

is booming, you have a strong economy,

and people are talking about the

"miracle of Korea .

"

But along with a new level of

prosperity, there have been changes

in the political and moral climate as well
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One of the most difficult

circumstances we can face in life is

material prosperity and success.

One of my most vivid memories of my

first visit some 30 years ago is coming

in the winter, in the cold and the snow.

This beautiful warm afternoon is a vast

change in the weather, at least for me.

And then I remember that most of

the churches were small. There were not

nearly as many Christians back then, but

I noticed one thing. The churches that

were open were praying churches, and I

knew that something was going to happen.

A
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When God's people begin to pray and to

lay hold of Him in humility and intercession,

God works in a wonderful way. Now you

are known as the fastest growing church

in the world. The eyes of the entire

Christian world are on you and they are

asking, "What is the secret of your

success?

"

One of those secrets is your unity

and the fact that you have always kept

your eyes on Christ. And if Satan cannot

defeat us from outside the church, he

will attack us from within by tempting

us to look to each other instead of to

Christ.
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If someone in the church fails us

and disappoints us, we must not become

discouraged and base our faith on the

performance of another human being like

we are. We must keep our eyes on Christ

because He is the only one who will

never fail us.

Since the days of those first

missionaries and even in our own

lifetime, there have been many changes

in Korea and in the world.

But there are other things which

have not changed. Man's nature and

his need have not changed. The nature

of God -- His love, His justice, His

faithfulness have not changed, and

according to the Bible, they will never

change .


